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SCHOOLS – PARENTING HUBS 

Statement 

HON LINDA SAVAGE (East Metropolitan) [9.48 pm]: I spoke last night about the Premier’s promise that he 

made on 21 February 2012 that — 

We will shortly provide the details of our previously announced plan to co-locate children and family 

services on school and other community sites, particularly in low socioeconomic areas.  

Tonight I would like to continue my comments on this matter. That promise to co-locate services was first made 

in December 2010 along with a promise that there would be funding in the 2011–12 budget. As I said last night, 

no funding was provided in that budget. I also spoke about the early years collaborative planning team. I do not 

know whether I have the time to mention all the members it was made up of. The team included members of the 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet, the Department of Education, the Department for Communities, the 

Department of Health, the Department for Child Protection, the Department of Treasury, the Department of 

Finance and also representatives from the Western Australian Council of Social Service, Child Australia, 

Playgroup WA, the Telethon Institute for Child Health Research, Community Link and Network WA, the Smith 

Family, the YMCA, Ngala, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia, Kwinana family day 

care and the Western Australian Local Government Association.  

The report from that team was provided to the government in August 2011. That is now nearly eight months ago. 

It has not been tabled. There has been no outcome and no action has been taken. There is no early years strategy. 

There is no well-developed overarching framework for the early years and no whole-of-government strategy. It 

is of real concern that such a high-powered committee with the resources of government has not yet been able to 

produce a report from which we have been able to see any action taken. As I said last night, I am hoping this 

report will be of real substance, not like some of the lightweight reports that I have seen presented to this 

Parliament before—some at huge cost to the taxpayer.  

In answer to a question I asked on 2 November last year in regard to the Early Years Collaborative Project Team, 

part of the answer I received stated — 

The Liberal–National government is continuing to focus on progressing more early childhood centres 

on school sites, particularly in geographic areas where more children require early intervention and 

support.  

I spoke last night about existing examples of two schools and a childcare centre that have, on their own initiative, 

established services by rearranging budgets to try to put in place crucial support in the early years—appreciating 

of course that it is often too late to wait until a child enters the school system. Infants, toddlers and parents need 

support far earlier than that. I mentioned Challis Parenting and Early Learning Centre, and I also mentioned 

Midvale Early Childhood and Parenting Centre, and Roseworth Primary School. They are in areas where there 

are particularly vulnerable children. As I said, they have done it themselves. I could not speak more highly of the 

people who have taken the lead.  

The Midvale Early Childhood and Parenting Centre provides child care and kindy. The City of Swan owns the 

building. Running costs and salaries are paid by the Shire of Mundaring; obviously, they also receive childcare 

fees. This is not a government-run centre. Raeleen McAllister is the coordinator. I admire Raeleen enormously, 

and I have got to know her well over the two years because of the Midland Early Years Action Group. Raeleen 

has been very inspiring in her efforts to bring services to some of the most disadvantaged children in this state. 

The local child health nurse is contacted to make a visit. They have parent and community engagement workers 

and Australian Early Development Index funding—both of which are federal programs. Derbarl Yerrigan visits, 

and I understand that Peter Conran from the Department of the Premier and Cabinet visited quite some time ago. 

That is not a state-funded centre. I have seen the centres at Midvale and Challis. I have seen—anyone who has 

gone there would have seen, over at least the past two years that I have been a member of this place—that they 

need resources and support. There has not been any forthcoming.  

Roseworth Primary School is a different situation. It is a state-of-the-art primary school with a range of extended 

services including health, dental services, and the Smith Family. I understand it was funded by selling one 

primary school site and using that money to build the school on another site. Private foundations such as the 

Fogarty Foundation provide extensive support. In answer to questions I asked in June 2011, I was told there was 

no funding in the 2011–12 budget for more schools like Roseworth.  

Last year I visited South Australia. Compared with WA, South Australia has made enormous strides in the 

provision of services, particularly for parents and children. I would like to put those on the record. As of July 

2011, there were 23 children’s centres open in South Australia and 38 in development. Only four centres were 
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federally funded under the Closing the Gap initiative. Five of those services will be built in Western Australia 

under Closing the Gap—a federal government–funded initiative—as well as four early learning and care centres, 

which, one by one, are coming on board. Again, they are federally funded. Unfortunately, Western Australia has 

not been able to build on funds flowing from the federal government to open centres itself.  

The Premier made another promise this year. Like his previous promises, I have welcomed the promise that he 

made. This promise was made and reported in The Weekend West on 31 December 2011. When the Premier was 

asked: ―Personally, what is the number one thing you hope to achieve in 2012?‖ he answered, ―To focus on 

making sure every child in WA benefits from the prosperity of our State.‖ As I said, this is a promise that I 

welcome, just as I welcomed the promise in 2010. Unfortunately, the previous promise was not delivered. I think 

that this time there is no excuse for the government and the Premier to not make good on that promise, but the 

promise has to be delivered soon. As I pointed out when I spoke last night and tonight, it must be done not by 

piggybacking on the facilities that either already have been established—even those that desperately require 

funding but have not been funded—or on federal ones. This is the time for the government, if it is really 

committed to these services, to take the initiative and establish and develop additional services to meet this need. 

I am calling on the Premier, who I have observed being very passionate about causes that he supports, to also 

bring some of that passion and support to advocate and provide services for the youngest Western Australians. I 

look forward to the co-located children and family centres that he intends to announce, he has said shortly, as a 

really new initiative for this state. I would like it to be funding for existing services, which I pointed out are 

several, and obviously I also pointed out those that are federally funded. I am looking for something over and 

above that—a new initiative, which hopefully is not an election promise in the next budget and is to be delivered 

in another term of government. I hope that it is something that can be done in this term of government. 

The PRESIDENT: I give the call to Hon Alison Xamon. I have noted that Hon Helen Morton and two other 

members have indicated that they want to make a contribution. If there is no time left in members’ statements, 

then there is the provision that I outlined last night. 

 


